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SOCKEYE SALMON MICRO-WIRE TAGGING STUDIES 

1987 F ina l  Report 

Summarv o f  Proqress 

Work Accomplishments 

A. Tasks Scheduled: 

Th is  p r o j e c t  tags and re leases sockeye salmon smolt  f rom McDonald and 
Hugh Smith Lakes i n  southern Southeast Alaska t o  a s i s t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e  t im ing ,  m ig ra to ry  pa t te rns ,  and gear type harvest  r a t e s  o f  these two 
stocks. The t a g  re1  ease goals f o r  each o f  these systems was a minimum 
o f  50,000 coded w i r e  tagged smolts. 

B. Tasks Accomplished: 

There were 39,434 sockeye tags re leased a t  Hugh Smith Lake and 5,782 
tagged sockeye re leased a t  McDonald Lake. The t a g  codes, tags  re leased 
by t ime per iod,  and dates o f  re lease were as fo l lows:  

Locat i on Species Tag Code Tags Released Dates 

Hugh Smith Sockeye 4-29-58 29,259 4/29-5/18 
Sockeye 4-29-25 10,180 5/18-5/24 
Coho 4-29-24 5,202 4/26- 5/24 

McDonal d Sockeye 4-29-59 5,782 5/03-5/25 
Coho 4-29-59 5,617 4/29-5/24 

Speci a1 Problems, Di f ferences,  etc .  : 

D i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  captur ing  sockeye smolt  was t h e  f a c t o r  t h a t  prevented us 
from reaching our  minimum goal o f  50,000 tagged smol t. The smol t t r a p  
used a t  McDonald Lake d i d  n o t  cover t he  e n t i r e  w id th  of t h e  o u t l e t  
stream and i t  appeared t h a t  the  smolt  were avo id ing  t h e  t r a p  by swimming 
around t h e  end. This  t r a p  design had been used success fu l l y  a t  McDonald 
Lake i n  t h e  pas t  by o ther  p ro jec ts ;  however, it appeared t h a t  water 
f lows and t h e  dens i t y  o f  m ig ra t i ng  schools o f  sockeye smolt  con t r i bu ted  
t o  t h e  poor catch. Although the  capture o f  sockeye smolt  a t  Hugh Smith 
was much b e t t e r ,  our  f a i l u r e  t o  meet t he  tagg ing  goal was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
low number o f  m ig ra t i ng  smolt. 

Coho salmon were tagged o p p o r t u n i s t i c a l l y  i n  co-operat ion w i t h  t h e  
Alaska Department o f  F i sh  and Game Coho Research Program. 

Expenditures: 

See budget summaries. 


